
Period 5: 1844–1877 

AP U.S. History Key Concepts 
 5.1  An expansionist foreign policy connected the United States to the world and made it a destination for migration. 

 •  A desire for territorial expansion resulted in war, the creation of new markets, territory acquisition, and 

ideological conflicts. 

 •  Westward expansion, increased migration, and the end of slavery shaped boundaries and led to conflicts. 

 5.2  Debates over slavery and other economic, cultural, and political issues led to civil war. 

 •  Sectionalism intensified. 

 •  Attempts at political compromise failed to calm tensions over slavery, leading to the secession of southern 

states after the election of 1860. 

1. What were the causes of the Mexican War, and in what ways did it bring about a growing sectional crisis during the 

1850s? 

2. Explain how western expansion became inextricably linked with sectional identity during the 1840s. 

3. How do you think the Californios viewed the influx of Americans in the 1840s and 1850s? 

4. Did the idea of Manifest Destiny actually cause events, such as the political support for territorial expansion, or 

simply justify actions taken for other reasons? 

5. What were the most important causes of the war with Mexico? 

6. Was the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo fair or unfair to Mexico? 

7. Why did party politicians initially oppose the annexation of Texas, and how did this view change during the election 

of 1844? 

8. How was the American acquisition of California similar to, and different from, the American-led creation of the 

Texas Republic? 

9. Why did some Great Plains peoples flourish between 1750 and 1860 while others did not? 
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10. Evaluate how and why southerners changed their position on slavery. 

11. How do you explain northern attempts to circumvent the Fugitive Slave Act with personal liberty laws and 

denunciations of states’ rights theory? 

12. What did conscience Whigs, David Wilmot, and free-soilers have in common, and why did they rise to prominence 

between 1846 and 1848? 

13. Assess why the United States fought the war with Mexico, and evaluate the larger impact of this war. 

14. What were the main changes cause by the huge increase in California’s population and its composition between 1849 

and 1870? 

15. Analyze how and why divisions within American society during the 1850s brought the Second Party System to an 

end. 

16. What were the main policy objectives of the Republican and American parties? 

17. Why did northern Democratic presidents, such as Pierce and Buchanan, adopt prosouthern policies?  

18. How might the events of the 1850s have been different if Congress had extended the Missouri Compromise line 

instead of passing the Kansas-Nebraska Act? 

19. How did the Compromise of 1850 resolve the carious disputes over slavery, and who benefitted more from its terms? 

20. Why did the Fugitive Slave Act fail? 

21. What could President Buchanan have done to prevent the Civil War? 

22. Consider what choices were available to Americans in the election of 1860, and explain why Abraham Lincoln’s 

victory was significant. 

23. What was Lincoln’s position on slavery and people of African descent during the 1840s and 1850s? 

24. What was the relationship between the collapse of the Second Party System and the Republican victory in the 

election of 1860? 

25. Which of the following was the most important cause of the Civil War: economic differences, political failures, or 

slavery? 

 

1. What issues were resolved by the Compromise of 1850? Who benefited more from its terms, the 

North or the South? Why? 

 

2. How did Lincoln’s position on slavery differ from that of Stephen Douglas’s? 
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