Where children sleep: pictures from around the world
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James Mollison’s photographs of children’s bedrooms, taken in locations from rubbish dumps in Cambodia to grand houses in Kentucky, present a stark lesson in inequality.

By James Mollison
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Where children sleep - in pictures 
The bedroom of my childhood memories is a small room with sloping eaves in the attic of the family home in Oxford. It was first decorated with wooden animals and a teddy bear made by Mum, but I progressively made the room my own, its changing contents reflecting my interests and aspirations.
 
Important characters in its history included some Action Man figures I bought in a jumble sale, a Batman car and Mumsie and Diddle-Dash, two mice for whom I built a multistorey play area from wooden fruit boxes. Aged nine, I was given responsibility for choosing a new carpet.

I chose one in bright-red nylon with black-and-white stripes, which I found embarrassing as a style-conscious teenager. At 10 I used the pages of Smash Hits magazine to decorate the room, one wall dedicated to Duran Duran and another to Madonna. These were replaced with army posters, then surfer posters, then Jimi Hendrix and the Rolling Stones.

When, in 2004, Fabrica (Benetton’s creative research centre) asked me to come up with an idea for engaging with children’s rights, I found myself thinking about my bedroom: how significant it was during my childhood, and how it reflected who I was. It occurred to me that a way to address some of the complex issues affecting children would be to look at the bedrooms of children in all kinds of circumstances.
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]The project became a vehicle to think about poverty and wealth, about the relationship of children to their possessions, and the power of children – or lack of it – to make decisions about their lives. I travelled where I could, and many of the pictures result from chance encounters. I hope these images help other children to think about inequality around the world, and perhaps start to figure out how they may respond.
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Thais, 11, lives with her parents and sister on the third floor of a block of flats in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She
shares a bedroom with her sister. They live in the Cidade de Deus (‘City of God) neighbourhood, which
used to be notorious for its gang rivalry and drug use. Since the 2002 film City of God, it has undergone

major improvements. Thais is a fan of Felipe Dylon, a pop singer, and has posters of him on her wall. She
would like to be a model.

Follow TelegraphPics on Twitter
Receive updates every time we produce a new
- - picture gallery





image9.png
ioRm* N BBN8e
Douha - Where children sleep

A5 o3 3 o





image10.png
58 %5 :NEm* 168850

Nantio - Where children sleep

M 25 °F 43

1 i norhem Kenya Sh has o brothers and o istrs.
e ot o cotne,
Rendilewoman o ha = s i v o uncerg T — -





image11.png
Fle Bt View Frvorer ook Fp
SEVOEE-8-%8:00m*x 100800

Lamine - Where children sleep

2 0o Dy, iy Chil, You Wil 2
Ted Spagass seep phtogrphs
Where ciden seep

16 toom wih sveralohe boys The beds ar basc. som supparted by bic
 moing the boys begin work on the schoolfarm. whers ey s how o i, harvest maizs and
Plough e flds using donkeys. I the lemoon they study the Koran.In s se tine Lamine lkes (0 pay

ootoll i s fience

Follow Telegraphpicson Twitter
Recenspdas ey e we proice e





image12.png
1lsgaphcouk [ T——

Fie £

v Fovoites Tooks o
SEVOEE-6- %8 :88m*x 1888660

Joey - Where children sleep

vl BN @

m O Dag, oy Child, You Wil B
7o spaguas eep protograph

Where chenleep.

Josy (below), 11, ves n Kentucky, USA, with s parents and okder sister. H regulry accompariss s
father on hunts. He owns two shotguns and acrossbow and mad hi st il - a deer - athe age of

soven. Ho ks hoping 1 use iscrossbow durng the next huning season 25 he has bocoma tred of using

gun.He loves theautdoor e and hopes to connue huningnto aduinood. Hi amily avays cook and st

the maat fom the animal ey have shot. Josy doss not e that an anmal shoukd b kiled just for port

When he i not out huiing, Joey atends school and enjoys walchingtlevision wih s pe bearded dragon Follow TelegeaphPics on Twitter
zard, Ly iv updtes ever e we





image13.png
T = 2~ 2.0 x| @ hae crson s - Tee.

Fie 66 Ve Forner Toor 1op
BV oE e =x ®

Tavika - Where children sleep

ot o 5000 Hared (Onado) Jows. Talelons v euspapars, s anna o h st
Toeavaageamly h i chlden i vk hs oy e sl and i boas wih whom o shares
i room e/ aken by cr 0 schol i e Sporti baed o he curicum. T2vka 9oe
othe ey vy day “eaing e hoy Scrtus. Ho s hes o play ahos games o s
omptr a0 i et ood etz and o Follow TlegraphPicson Titer

e st ey e v pros 3.0





image1.jpg




image2.png
Where-chidren-sieep. 0 ~ B & X | ) here chidrensteep - Tee

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

SEVORHS-8-%8:88ux 1888060

HOME » CULTURE » ART PHOTOGRAPRY

Dong - Where children sleep

Previows  Image5of13 Next
28 aM A
(™
i J. |
RELATED ARTICLES
@ One Day, My Child, You Will Be

‘Ted Spagna's sleep photographs
‘Where children sleep

A

Dong, nine, lives in Yunnan province in south-west China with his parents, sister and grandfather. He shares
a room with his sister and parents. The family own just enough land to grow their own ice and sugarcane.

Dong’s school is 20 minutes’ walk away. He enjoys writing and singing. Most evenings, he spends one hour
doing his homework and one hour watching television. When he is older, Dong would like to be a policeman
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